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hie Practice of the of 


owas Cotrise 


| 14.6. 
faith wnte may, the end the life, 


The Rig bi’ 94-4] 
UTION 
AND TRUE 
theVifille 
of 
GovERNMENg. 
Wherein feveral Arguments made 


gaint the Practice of Ordinances and 
are brief Anfwered, ¥ 


Hands briefly difclfed, 


them whe by in 
Continuance deine, 
fot gry, and honour, and tmmortality, 


Hesry Hills, apd ace co be 


fold at bits houle ar the fign of Sic. Old-ceftle 
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.OF 


Te Epifite Dedicuo 


avd 


ried received’ from 

“with you and peace 
Som God our 
out Lord: Jefus Obr Having 
thad fome experience of the 
workof Gods grace’, and the 


vations wiles 
of Satan’, that ‘old and 
A 3 enemy 


4 
&. 
— 
t 


The Epifile,. 
enemy of mans falvation, and + 
likewife of mans. weaknefs 
through the flefh', he being 
fubject to many mutations 

longer while than: the Lord 
upholds,. and Gods way of 
fupport and. Koon has 
people to himilelf,is by means, 
[have brought forth ‘this enfyr- 
ing Treatile, asa means (God 
manifefting his prefence in it.) 
of confirmation. to the Chur, 
ches of Chrift in their walking 
with God, and waiting upon 
him according to his word, it 
being not only the, notions, of 
thé Lord in my felf,. but the 
defire of many Brethren, asa 
certain 


> 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


certainrule‘ofdirection accor- 
ding to the Scripture for the 
right mannag ing of thé affaires. 
of the houfe of the iord, I have 
herein briefly prefented the 
npn conflitution of the: vifible 

urchof Chrift, with ats Or- 
ders Muniftery, and Duty of 
every’ rand alle. an- 
{wered feveral objections made 
againitthe prefent truth, with 
a brief Difcourfe concernin 
the Layiig on of hands on 
believers 5» wherein it wall 
pear to bé no binding Ordi- 
nance of-Ghrift,to us:; In all. 
which Lhave been very: brief > 
endeavouring to contract. the 
matter hesein contained intg as 


{mall 


| 


obilatge Difgourtes; mot daub | 
tung! thile /whafe | 
fakes have doneitsizdnd | 
hee 


derfiand ithe | féw 


mol- 
tuplicity of words darkens wif- 
dom: Itmay be ufeful ‘to the 
Oberches; and to themedipe- 
cially it, may be ob- 
againft the praGice of Ordi- 
mances ‘my delt,owhence us at 
that I am: now ifolzealous for 
Iywas not a 
gainft theopractice of them to 


wordsés well as:in many 


| fein{ rte of: the tab lem 

| 

hole: whoclaw itto be ther 


disty:ito.dvalk ap thera, ye 
thought chitd wes {life 
them: bat Gad 
batrbeet p leafed of his abua- 
 @ant clear pp my 
congenning Ais: will 
do.belreve that 
Godwaspleafedito letme fall 
ani this particular, that being 
coniierted might ftreagthen 
myBrethr wath fo 
auch! theo mone. zeal for his 
name arid truth, though] was 
throngh the: goddnels of Ged 
Kept pure, s both in my mind & 
‘cOnverfation from the great 
teanfgreffion prefling after 
the many-fell, 


may 


fe 
0 
y 


| 
| 
| 
. 


‘good to quer 


Lhe Epift 


may be‘objected, 
of worldly miniftery 
to preach’ up Ordinances and 
ftery of Chriff only preach ‘up’? yel 
the Spirit and fpirieual faich in 
the Lord. te It would be 
whether or'no 
Chrifthimfelfwho commanded 
Baptifm and obedience to’ his 
Commands was 4 worldlyor 
a fpiritual Job. 14.15.) 
‘and chap. 15. 10.or whether 
the Apofiles , awhodid baptize u 
‘and plant Ghurches , 
f 
i 


them rules how: th oul 
walk, ¢ommends?! em for 


keeping: ‘the Ordinances: or 
as they -were delr- 


ve- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
/ 


ty ered untothem,' 1 Cors11. 2. 
4 Pere. worldly or {piritual> Mi- 
fnillers: wheré ever there was 

any religion yet exiftent 
in Pathe world, either in Law 
e Golpel, or'canbe,itill the 
5 Chrift ; without a form 


|fuitable to the wall of the Lord 


5 asa bad eof 
thir: profel on, and the. ve- 


}ty.of their WMafter whom they 
fown.& ferve: a5 a form without 
power issbut.as.a body 
wathout the foul, forthe po- 
wet without the fotm 1s as the 
foul without-the body ; and 
indeed upon the. Scripture’ ac- 
count, if not the experience of 
Saints too , asthere may be the 


form 


J 
| 
| 
| 
| ‘ 
\ 


there! «cannot be the 
without the. more hath 
than the Sun without light un-|plai 
lefsina temptation, Therfore My 
my defire 3 that you ma ot 18 
only try al thin but alto the | he 
youmay hold which is 
good: for as its acarnal worldly hi 


Miisiftery that:dolds forth bra 


form er, fodtsa Ma 
flafhy, /nationa Miniftery, ne- for 
ver yetawarranted. of God that ine 
holds forth. power without the 
form; and indeed God 
born witnefs againfthha 
this fanc in fuffering many, 
aot moft, to fall uponthis 
count into fadtourlesof: 


nel 


= 


Epiftle, 
fs and licenciouinefs of life , 
lind at beft into a carnal, car S 
 Boldnefs in religion. The Lord 
fpoken . eminently and 
-Iplainly tous in this particular. 
his voice, and fee the rots and 
ho hath appointed ity thaf\by 
Sbll we may be drawnaeer to 
Yhum, that we may be for.the 
apraife of his glorious grace. 
@ Make ule of this {mall Treatife 
* for that end for which its cot 
it mended to thee, ahdaf through - 
blefhi of God hy foul 
bbrofit sity thing by it, let hima 
Rihave the gloty, 
itmoft end, sin 
brid his Peoplesin the 
e Gofpel, 


| 
| 
| 


fil The 


Chap. The or 
of a true butch 
Chap. 

2. Of the Form and Ore 
of the Chaar 


3. Of the 
ng Church: 
Chap. 4- What ithe Minifiry 0 

Cha the Mine Ch 
Church in way of Prophecy.) 
to the Lord, ead 
dale. ove 
Cha p-7. Several 


! 
‘ 
Q 


‘The Contents. 


8. Concerning the 
m of bands. 
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The Materials or Subj A trie. 


Trae vifible’ Ghuich 

of Chraft! confifterh 
both ot Matter. and 
Porm, or-of Subjects 
and Order, | ‘for it-is 
Chrifts om: thofe Sub. 


ff jects vifibly «as ‘Ohtilt 

owns, and ithat Fotm and Order 

according to Chrifts rule? orelfé ic 

cannotbehis Church? Now the 

Matter or Subjects of Chrifts king- 


‘dom 


— 


i 
v 


y 
dom his Church , Ae are believ- 
ers gathered out of the World by 
the preaching of the Gofpel, by the 
powerful Miniftery of the Spirit. 
& 16. 15,16. AF. 2. 44. 
hence it is the Churches are fre- 
quently called Saints, and holy 
Brethren, partakers of the heaven- 
ly calling, the houfe of God, his 
Temple, the houfhold of Faith, 
born from above of the Spirit, that 
they might worfhip in Spirit and 
Truth, all which difcovers the 
{pirttualneffe of the Church of 


Chrift,thatthey are or fhould befpi- | 


ritual Believers, 1 Cor.t-2. Col.1.2. 
Heb.3.%- Heb. 3. 6.4 Pet.2. 5. ped: 
2.19. 2Cor. 6.16, Fob. 3.3. Fob. 4. 
23,24. all which difoovers and con- 
firms the truth afferred, That the 
Churches of Chrift are a fpiritual 
building made up of living ftones, 
Pet, 2. 5. 
Some may fay that 
| meant 


hy 

4 


meant of the invilibleChurch, al] 
the body of the elect in Chrift the 
head, and not of particular Con- 
gregations which admitsof perfons 
inthe outward profcflion, which 
may not be lively ftoness its evi- 
dent there hath been, and may be, 
hypocrites in the Church. 
An/.Allthofe Scriptures are {po- 
ken or written to particular Con- 
gregations, and it prefents us what 
the Members fhould be, zz. all 
taught of God, and learned of the Fa- 
ther, Joh. 6.45. Trueitis, hypo- 


may come toto the vifible 


profeffion, butthey havenothing 
todotobethere, they muft give 
an account for it, Adaf. 22. 12,13. 

and it behoveth the Churches, and 

e{pecially the Servants or Minifters 
of the Churches , to be careful that 
what in them lyeth they may kcep 
the Church pure and undefiled , 
both in the admitting of members , 


and in the orderly walking of thofe | 
B:s who 


(3) | 

y | 
| 
y 
13 | 
| 
at | 

ah 

d | | 
e 

al | 
S, | 

| 

| 
15 | 
nt | 


(4 
who are a heart- con. 
feflion of faith as far as they can 
Judge before admitting, 39, 
10. anda good conver{a- 
tion after admitting, Ephe. 4. from 
the feventeenth to the end, and the 
fifth throughout, Hebrews 12. 14, 
15, 

obje#. The Jews were all of them 


| (viz. the Natural {eed of Abraham } 


members of the Church , and they 
were a national Church, and par- 
took of Ordinances, and why may 
not believers who are the fpiritual 
feedof Abraham, and their children, 
partake of Ordinances inthe Gof- 
pel, and fo if a nation believe, they 


and their Children be the Church? 


Anf. Becaufethat was Gods order 
and inftitutionin the time of the 
Law, this is Chrifts ordinance and 
inftitution in time of the Golpel , 
there being a chance of the priefthood 
there is aneceffity of a change of the 


Law, Hebrews 7.12. and him we are 
to 


ii 
| 

| 
| 
/ | 


to hear in all things whatfoever he 
faith. AG. 3- 23, and he hath faid 
it, That none are the children of 
Abraham but thofewho do the works 
of Abraham, Joh.8. 49. viz. thofe 
who believe in him, and obey him, and’ 
ifye areChrifts, then are ye Abra- 
hams feed, and heirs according to the 
promife, Gale 3. laft: Jefus Chrilt 
being the Meflenger of the Cove- 
nant, and the Prince and Lawgiver 
of his People, isto beobeyed and 
followed inall things; and indeed 
Gods end in giving his Son, and 
Chriltsend in giving himfelf,canno 
way be anfwered, but by a fpiritu- 
al people who have received of 
him, ard by vertue of that live 
untohim. Now the ends of God 
are exprefled as followeth , That 
he might redcem to himfelf a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works, Tit. 
2. rq. that he might prefent bis 
Church to himfelf withont {pot or 
wrinkle, or any fuch thing, Eph.5.25, 

37> 
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20, 


the Macey ofthe Churc of 


Ile 


Chip. | 


Chm 


Conttitntion of the Ghurch of 
mutt or fhould be according 
to the mind of Ghrift , to whiscon- © 
ftitution muftbe the reception of | 
faith, as but 
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“3 accord 


a 


ast. Ag. 37- chapest 19. 
a8. 18, 19,20. and ‘compa- 
toother, to the 
atenot the ruc 
Dad. 4. thaide wp Of a 
was very hard eo be joind togethers 
ingand practifing the revealed will 
€ of. Lord not compat ed toge- | 
of order to the | 


ingof the body, cam be ly 
fata to be the vifible Church. of 
But the vifibleChurch of Chrift ( 
in the right. conftitution of it is a 
company of le gath out. 
of the world bythe Spirit of Chrift- 
inthe Miniftery of the Golpel, to | ‘ 
_ believein him, and. love his name, 
and to yield up themfelves in 
profefied obedience to the. whole 
willof Chrift, as the effets and 
fruits of the work of the Spirit in 
faith and love ;_ a people thus. wal- 
king upon the account aforefaidare 
truly the Church of Chrift, as 1s 
manifeft in the two. former. heads. 
_ Now for the more cleer difcovery. 
ofthe Churches order in her right 
conftitution, I fhall prefent you 
farther with feveral branches or 
heads to this purpofe,, lod 


CHAP... |. 


i 
/ 
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‘He firft particular in order to 
a right conftitutéd Church is 
Bapti{m, not only of the Spirit,that 
1s proper to Chrift who givesof his 
his Spirit ;, but of Water, which 


onely may be called an ordinance, 
becaufe ordained by Chrift to be 
practifed by his people; and this is 


not Only a conftituting but an ini- 
tiating ordinance into the Church 
of Chrift , not only givenforth by 
thecommand of Chriftto his Apo- 


ftles, but to all histill Chriftscom- — 


ming, ortillthe end of age,which 
isall one, 28. 18,19,20. where 
Chrift faith, teaching them to obferve 
and do all things whatfoever I have 
commanded you , 2. 4t. 


they 


| 
All 


they that gladly received the word, 
wane fo added to the 


Church; this baptizing i is to be per- 
formed after believing, when de- 


fired by the party eonfeffing his 
faith , 8. 36,37. not taken in 


the cradle likethe, of theNa- 
whe pr to baptize 
their "infants they know 


Chrift,. or what or 
have.any will to fabmit unto him > 

_ which is at its beft but blind obedi- 

_ ence and will-worfhi 

The fecond Ordinance i in the 
Church is, Prayer , as it is the duty 
and indeed the privilege of every 
member of to have free ac- 

| on to the throne of Grace, at all 
aT and upon all occafions, being 

fenfible of theie wants, a privilege, 
indeed my defire isthe Lords péo- 
ple may more fenfible of it, and 
may make more ufe of it, then I am 
afraid many do; foit is the privi- 


lege and duty. of the Church of 
 Chrift 


| 


14 
Chrift to be the Lord 
inthis his owa ordinance of calling 
upon hisname to watch and pray, 
" | Mat.26. 41, Mark. 13. 23. Luke 18. 
to pray withont ceafing, 1 Thef.s. 
17. tO continne inft ant im prayer 
Rom; all things to make 
their requeft known to God by prayer, 
and Phil. 4.6. to comtinue im pray- 
er, and watch inthe (ame , Col.4.2. 
praying alwaies , Ephef. 6. 18. 
prayer firft for allmen,. 2. for mew in 
authority, 1Tim. 2.1,2. 3. forthe 
Charch, Pfalm 122. 6. 4. Forthe 
Ministers of Chrift, 2 Thef. 3. 1. 
Rom. T5. 30. 5- ome for another , 
jam. 5. 16: 6. for enemies , Mat. 5. 
44. 9» for they fland in 
| Thisduty of prayer is to 
» | bedone m faith, to which Chrifts 


promifeisannéxed , Jat, 7.7. cha. 
18. and 31.92. asan 
ment to his people to fo good a du- 
Y, wherm lieth fo much privilege , 

performed in the Spirit, Jude aA 


| 
o 
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his‘Church is Praife, Aowing from 


(12) 


Athir d Ordinance of in 


fouls interefled in hislove: ifthe 
heart be;not fitly tempered with the 
love of God there will be no {piri- 


melody, but being thus:pof: 


feft with love. Thisfinging of praife 


 confifts, principally in thefe two 


particulars, 
Firft, a {peaking to God to his 
praife from a heart pofleft with his 
goodnefs, and this is tobedone by 
one at atimein the Church fpeak- 
ing tothe Lord with the underftan- 
ding, that isto the underftanding 
of theChurch, that they may join 
in with,and fay Amen, at his asin 
and giving ofthanks 1 Cor..14..15, 
16. andby this will all the Scrip- 
tures that mention finging beun- 
derltood, for one to {peak to the 
praife of God (as in prayer) and all 
thereft join withhim, that as 1ts 
{aid when one prayeth in the 


Church, thatthé Church prayeth, 


becaufe | 


fi 
P 
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13) 
becaufe there a unity & harmony 
in the (pirit,all joining,fo when one 
fingeth , that is {peaketh to the 
praife of God’, all are faidto fing 
praifes and this {piritualfinging 
eeu is that which is only requi- 
redandaccepted. This is the 
{omg mentioned Rev. 14. which mone 
can learn (in Oppofition to the old 
carnal, formal , poetical, invented 
finging of ‘Antichrift, and the 


Church of the world) but thofe who 


are’ redeemed from the earth. If we 
may give credit to hiftory, we may 
read when that finging firft came in. 
John Marbetk in his 
and commen places, p.1018, affirms, 
That Axstin in his book of Confeffion 
faith, that fioging in the Welt 
church happend in thectime of 
Ambrofe » when that holy man, to- 


gether with: the people, watched 


together in the church, left he 
fhould have been furprized of the 


Artians, he brought in finging to 


avoid 


kof notes . 


‘ 
| 
— 


avaid tediou{nefs, and to drive 
waythetimes; Again, he faith, p. 

102 O.that PopeGelafus, Pope Gre. 
ory the firft; and others, brought 

firft plain-fong, Pope Vitalion a 


time, and utter undoing of fouls, 


_ which livenot by finging and pipe- 


ing, but by every ward which pro: 


eeedeth.out ofthe mouth of Gad: 


but the Saints fongs are not po; 
pithinvented fongs, but the fongs 
of the Spirit, the new fongs of 
Zion. 
.. The fecond way of praifing God 
is, to {peak of him one to another, 
to his praife, and that is minded 
5: 19. Col. 3.16, and that will 
minifter occafion inthe Church 40 
{peak to him of his goodnefs. I 
might add a third way of praile., 

that istoliveto his praife, Mat. 


in 


5- 16.1 Cor. to. 24. j 
» Fourth, Ordinance 


lufty fiager, brought in prickfong | . 
end Organs, to the great lofs 


' 

~ 


ing , forthe building the 
ledgeof the Lord, 2 Tim. 4.2, its 
the work of the Paftors of the 
' «Churches to feed the flock of Chrift 
with knowledg and underttanding, 
Ad, 20. 283 and its an ordinance 
ofGhrift to the world for the beget- 
ting and bringing in of foulsto 
Chrift, 16. 85. Rom, 10. 
Church 1s, Breaking of bread, or com- 
municating together in the Lords 
Supper ; this was Chrifts, iaftirusi- 
on, and the Saints practice, and is 
to continue till he come, Afat, 26: 
16. a Cor. 255 26, Adds 426 
chapter 20.7, an ordinance wherin 
ismuch pretioufnels held forth of 
Chrifts love, and our intereft in 
him, and our yaion with him, — 
Siu Ordinance of Chrift' in his 
Church is) toafembletogether, 
| 


4 


 fothey may perform thefe former 


and other duties-each to other in J 


the Church, that they may admo. 
nilb and ex , and Hebrews to.24, 
25. that they may confider one ano- 
ther, anid provoke one another to love 
and goed works, that all things may be 
done to edifying, ‘1 Corinth. £4. 
DRI 
Seventh Ordinance of Chrift in 
‘the Church is,that if any fa// through 
weakmne[s, to restore fuck 4 one bythe 
Spirit of mecknef{s , confidering thy 
elf, and Gal. 2. and tobear 
ont anothers burthens | and fo fulfill 
the Law of Chrift, and not tolay on 
‘burdens. Chrift isin this prefented 
as our pattern , Rom. 15. 1,°2; 3. 
But if no-means will reftore, the 


right courle being'taken, which is 


fora private offerice! a privare re- 
proof or Admonition, ‘and as Mat. 
18. 15, 16,17, Lik 
| Fightly, Chrift hath left’ this 
_ ordinance in his Ghurch as a means 


a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thould fre 


(7) 


to keep his.Church pure, and to 


regain fallen brother if there be 


anyhope, to deliver up fuch.a one to 
Satan, 1 Cor: 5. 5. and with fuch 
to have no ,.. verdnt. >this: 
pow:r hath Chrift with. his 
Church, which oftentimes through | 
the blefiing ofGod proves:an effe- 
étuall means. the recovering of 
fouls;out of thefnare of: the Devil. 
And») vind 2s gow. 
‘The: nineth; Ordinante: Chrift. 
hathiJett im his:Charch iss@bat they: 
ely\communicate to the 
celfat yes.of thofe who arein mant, that, 
there be no rent or Schi{min the bodys, 
no complaining in our Streets, Tim. 
6.17,18, 19. Rom.s2.:3.1 John 3. 
17- for thisalfo we have the exam- 
pleof Chrift , for our encourage- 
ment! 2 Cor.8.6. Therefore? do.coods 
and to diftribute, be not forgery ull, jor 
with fuch facrifice Godis well pleafed 
Hebagixé.'> jo 
C 


| 
| 


‘oon fouls, Jam. 3. 


Tenthly, AS 2 conclude: this 
particular, God hath ordained his 


of piety and charity, Eph. 2.10: 
to be holy in all manner of holy con: 
ver{ation and godline[s,4 Pet. 1. ¥5, 
26, that they might be for the re 
of bie glorions grace , who hath 


them ont of darknefs into bis marvel- 
Tons light and: what other particu. 


lars you find as duty by me not 


_ minded, let it be upon your hearts 


todothem, that youbefound not 
only bearers of theword, but doers 
of the. fame left yo deceive your 


— 


— 


What it the Minifeery of the Chur 


of 


“He Miniftery of Chrift in his 
& Church, which is an Ordt- 
7 | nance 


eo to walk in every good work, 


| 
| 
| 
‘ | 


* 


nance of Chrift, as before, 4 
 Firft, Te is fpiritual, orthe Mi- 
niftery of the Spirit, there is no o- 
ther Miniftery in the Church that I 
know, fee 1 Cor. 12. throughout. 
Itstrue this {piritual miniftering of 
theSpirit is manifeft in thebrethren, 
in fomeémoreé, in fome lefs, but it 
is given to every Oneto profit with- 
all, atid according to the spirits 
working and fitting tothe Minifte- 
ry, {6 the Church calls , -for there is 
not only Gods call, but the Church 
being made partaker’ of the fame 
Spirit, they call where the Lord 
calls. Now this Miniftering is di- 
ftinguifhed undet feveral titles, as 
Apoftles, Prophets, Evangelifts , 
Paftors and Teachers, Ephe. q. 11. 
men fent’to gather the 
Church , atitle given principally 
to the Apoftles in the primitive — 
times, thé layers of the foundation; 
Evangelifts, Gofpel cryers, Pro- 
phets , thar is, all may edify accors 

‘ding 


ding to the gift reccived; Paftors & 
Teachers, that.is, thofe fet apart to 


‘ftery havefeveral titles given to it, 
not to diftinguifh( as fomethink, the 
Miniftery into fomary ffices , but 

rather todifcover the fulnefs of the 
_ work, Paftorto feed, Elder to 
rule, Bifhop to over{ee, Teacher to 
inftrud, -and.it holds forth the ful- 
nefsofthat work, which may‘be 

done all by one, if the gift be in 


fiumm'd , 
Elders and Deacons, firft. Elders, , 
and they are or may be of two forts, 
firft fuch asrule, or fecondly fuch 
as both teach and rule.,-1 Tim.5..17. 
aman may havea giftofruling that 
hath not a gift of teaching, anda 
man may have a gift-of 
that hath not a gift of ruling. and 
a man may haveboth, accordingly 
let the gift’ be exercifed, in. the 
Church of Chrift.” ‘1 iball fhew ta 


feed the Hock: and this fort of Mini- 


him: but. in fhort, it {pecially 


| 
| 
j 
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particularwhat isthe work of the 
Elders in the Church- And that 
firft in point of feeding the flock, and 
fecondly 12 point ofruling. Firt 
In point of feeding, asa Paftor, 
Shepheard, or teachingflder, his 
work is} to w.tchand feed, Heb.13. 
17. they watch for your fouls, 2 Tim. 
4,5- this work of watching is pré- 
fented in that word Bifhop,Epifcopos, 

it fignifieth to overfee, that is fo 
tooverfee as to know the Siate of the- 
Flock, Prov.27.23. the reafons of | 
this overfeeing and watching are 
many, firft. that fo being acquain- 
ted with the State of every member 
he may beable to feed, vizto mi- 
nifter to him fromthe Lord accor- 
dingly; which cannot be fo well 
performed if there benot a vigilan- 
cy herein, Tiw.3.2. Pan! taught 
theChurch of Ephelus from honfe to 
boufe, At&t. 20.20. and leaves his 
practice as a prefidentto the Paftors 


ofthe Church : Thusthis watching 
pro- 


>, 


produceth aprivate and particular 
-feedingas wellasa publique. Se. 
condly by this meanshe fhall be in- 
abled from knowlege to feed right- 
ly and to {peak futtable to the con- 
dition of the whole flock of Chrift: 
for its the work of Paftorsor teach- 
ing Elders to teach publiguely afwel 
as privately, 2c. 20. 2 Tim. 4. 
2- but this is but one part of the 
_ work, andnot the whole work as 
hath been fuppofed, it is but an 
effe& of watching , and can never 
be rightly done without it. This 
work of feeding I do underftand in- 
cludes the whole werk of confola- 
ting, confirming, reftoring , re- 
proving , admonifhing , &c. and 
all flowes from the knowledge of 
every oneseftate. Thirdly, That — 
hemay beready byfound doérine 
to fatisfy thofe who are ready to 
beap up teachers tothemfelves, and fo 
$0 depart from the truths but watch 
you in all things &c. if 


i 
j 
| 


there be no on, yethe hath 
then done hisduty. Fourthly, that 
he’ may deliver the flock from ene- 
mies, ahdrefcuethem from thole 
that Would devour them, fo did 
Davidst 5,36.whO was not 
only a typeof Chrift thetrue Shep- 
heard , but of thofe appointed by 
him, and this the Apoftle gave in 
charge to the Elders ofthe Churchof 
AF, 20,28, 29-for they are fet 
for the defence of the Gofpel , and 
of the flock ot Chrift. Finally,that 
he may carry on the work of the 
Lordin his Church fuitable to the 
mind of Chrift, and anfwering 
his end in giving gifts tomen, and a 
miniftry in the Church, as is expref- 
fed Ephef-4.11- and that hemay feed 
the flock of Chrift with knsowledge 
and with underftanding , accotding 
to the Lords proinife, Jer. 3. 15. that 
he tritiy fPrengthen the difeafed , and 
heal the fick , andbind up that which 
it broken , and bring agait that _ 

$§ 
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driven away, and feck that mbich 


is loft, 34.4. ina word, that 


-he.may nourifh and. cherith,,the 
flock ..as.a -father doth ‘his child, 
Thus bricily, in point, of feeding. 
Secondly ,-4n point of Ruling, for 


1s anordinance of Chrift in his’ 


church, Rome 12. 8. he that ruleth 
let him doit with diligence, 1 Tim, 


The Elders, that are . 


worthy of double honour . efpecially 
they thut both rule and are exercifedin 
the world 4nd dorinr. ; This work, of 
ruling confifts principally in thele 
particulars firft tofeephat there be 
a good.and right. order in -the 


church, for God isthe God of Order, 


and. not. of Confufion Cor-1 4. 40. 
werle 33.Cel. andthe well or 
dering governing ‘of the 
church, as a Miniftery.in. the bands 

ercfore .when\any, charge Is 
given, itsgiven to.them, 4s 204-28. 
and the and .fecond Epiftles 
to 


of , helengethxo the, Elders, 
and t 


to 
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(25), 
to Timothy throughout, and 2 Tim, 
2,2, commands him.to com- 
mitto faithful wen what he had re- 
ceived from him, that they might be 
abletotcachothers, 2. if 
any, reproof or threatning , it is to 


‘them, as In particular may be {cen at 


large Revel, fecond and third chap- 
ters, the reproofs and threatnings 
are givento.the Angels of the Char- 
ches» which are the Minifters: in 
this lyeth a great part of the kingly 
office of Chrift inhisChurch when 
tivhtly executed, tofee,that there 
be no difordér or confulion : ‘for if 
order in a commonwealth be necef- 
fary , .how much more in the 
Church of Chrift where his name 
and his honour dwelleth? as for 
the order and government of Chrift 
in his.Chureh he hath his Lawes by 
which is to be done, which are 
{uch as thefe;, Firft that there be no 


| diforder in {peaking, for inthe ma- 
-naging of the affairs of Gods houfe 


there 


‘ 
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theres on but for 
time tO” u account 
what is more will Be confufion, 
Cor.t4. 33,33. and women are not 
permitted to {peak in ‘the Church, 
1 Cor.14.34. Secondly, that all things 
be done to edifying, 1 Cor.t4- 26.'and 
to avoid and unprofitable que- 
tions , but rather to fee that to be 
preferred in the Church which 
tends to godly edifying and to main- 
_ tain good works, 1Tim. 1.4. and 
chapter 4.6, 7: Tit.3.8,9. 2 Tim. 
2. 14,23. that all things be done in 
love, Gal. 5. 13. Ephef. 4. 15. yet 
fo as that if neceffity call for it th 
may rebuke fharply, and reprove wit 
authority, Tit 1. 13. yer with the 
{pirit of wifdome, patience and 
love, not lording it over Gods heri- 
tage, 1 Pet. 5. 3. but fo ruling as 
may befor ‘the glory of Chrift aad 
good of his Church, ufing to thofe 
who arecontrary minded long-/uffe- 
ring, as well as reproof by found 
doGrine 


95. 
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‘fo 
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Frine,2'Tim.4. gentle, apt to 

in g thofe 
hat oppofe themfelves, 2 Tim. 2. 24» 
95. Ina word, to carry onthe work 
of Chrift in his Church fo, that all 
$ this Laws be obferved, and Chrift in 
| fall things may have the prehemi- 
nence, thatallthings be done de- 
cently in order A&.3.>3 Col.1.18. 
0r.14.40. Not as that have do- 
minion.ever their faith, but as helpers 
of their joy , 2 Cor.t.24. 

Secondly , its the work of the 
Elders of the Church forthe prefer- 
ving of it pure, asthofe that mult 
iv€an account, not only to per- 
orm their duty to thofe in the 
houfe, but likewife to be careful 
to look to the door, viz. theen- 
trance or comming in of members , 
for the work properly belongs to 
the fervants of Chrift miniftering 
in the Church, for the commifiion 
was given to the miniftering Difct- 
ples either preaching to the world 

or 


a 
t 


27. 


(28) 

or exercifedin the Chuirth, 
18,19. «with the 20, teaching 4h 
to obferve and do all things whatfoewr 
I bave faid to you, and lo I willt 
with youto the end of age or {fo 
that it behoveth the Minifters .¢ 
Servants in the Churchto be faith-§,,. | 
ful inthis particular,elfethe Church} 
mutt of neceflity grow corrupt: and 
that ts as far asin the light of ‘the req 
Lordthey are able to difcernto’ex- | din 
pe@taheart faith, 8.36. Rom. | fon 
10. 

Thirdly, Its the work of the El- } yan 
ders upon the account of ruling to 7;, 
reje@ and giwexp to Satan the wil-} 
ful and irrecoverable offenders, Tit. yw} 
§.theend of this or- | 
dinance of Chrift (it being the Jatt | yh, 
remedy left by him in hts Church ) no 
isto: keep his Church pure;‘and It } 
may bero recover afaln member, as | k¢ 
1 Cor. 5» therefore:to be done | 
withimuch tendernefs, expecting | 3, 
Gods prefgnce.and power: in the | 

| effecting 


| 
f 
j 
| 


effecting of his own work by that 
means,; and not.with rigidnels and 
buternefs of fpirit, but with pitti- 
tuneis and tencernef{sto the party 
“Ethus dealt withal,. This work be- 
longs to the whole Church in way 
of judging and approving, but is 
"Ito be done. by the Elders.in the 
name of Chrift and his people, 1 Cor. 
andto this there ts 
required an orderly way of precee- 
ding, not to do it haftily , but.to be 
long-fuffering, unlefs it be-antim- 
corrigible offence, without repen- 
tance, its a charge given by Paul 20 
Timothy, 1.Tim. 5. | 2a, that he 
thould lay hands ammo man, 

which feems to have; reJation to 
| cafting out: Confider-thedrift of 
the Apoftle before and aftet:- 
not, yet long: fuffering andimecknes 
istobeufed., 22im. 2, 245°25+ to 
keep to Chrifts.order , D4at.18.155 
16, 17. and tothe A poltles, bef. 
if the fin be not 

ue an 


' 


means for 
Obafinner, 


Thirdly the table of any that ‘aréin 
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have 
no ‘with him , that he 
may beafhamed. baer if ‘he conti. 
nue-obftinate , that his 


fleth may’ be'de and 
look after Gf 
turemay give hic repentance unto 


life; and'be as willing; nay more 
ready and ae to récefve upon 
repentance, thanto refed, raking 
it asamanéwerofi God inthe 


‘that 


Secondly of the: ‘Deacons 
fach' are to be in the Church of 
Tint. 3.8 What 
thetr worl is” is ex AP, it 
is to ferve tables viz,’ the tables 
of all chat may be in want: unto 
whom ‘thofe who ‘are able ‘are'to 
lainit , co-férve ‘firft 
nifters table; if need for’ it, 


necefiity 


a 
72 
| = 
| 
| | 
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’ 
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dify:the Church upon the 


seceflity - 


in and to this work, foasnotto.c- 


account,if he hatha gift... 

~ Phe «qualifications both of Elders 
and Deacons are exprefiad Tis. 3. 
from the firftto the eighth:ver. Tit. 
1. 6,7; 8, and 6.3: & 
8; 9, 10. thus of the work of che 
Minifterscalled and.authorized. by 
the church: theduty of the:mem- 
bersis to give them [that: rule ‘well 
double honor, ‘have 
them in for theirworks — 
fake, Thef fyubmit to 
them and obey.them, for they watch 
for your fouls, Heb.t3..17.: ta pro- 
viderfor their comfortable fubhit- 
ing, Galat,.6: 6. 
fourth to the tenth , Tiew 
How and oul 
this Miniftery be ondained: inthe 
church? 

in the callin of mento 


3 
g 
thle 
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thefe things confiderable, Firft Ele- 
&ion ‘by the churely 5. 
and £4223. fome read it Ordained 
them Elders by eleGion or difting 
upof hands, and this was pta- 
étice continued fomtime,as‘isunen- 
tioned “in Sim/on's hiftory of the 
church J that the confent of the 
people had thefway inthe election 
ot Paftors in time the 
nineteenth Bifhop of Rome, Second 
is Approbation whichis tryal:fome 

timeimthe work to trynoronly the 
qualifications likew1fe; 
how they arebythe Lord fitted for 
that work, for the Churches choife 


isor fhouldbe 


Timsge 16. the 
the Deacons faith, ler thofe alfo firit 
beprovedswhicharguesby theword 
alfothacBifhops or Paftors are fir {t 
to be proved, likewi! being proved 
and approved of their gifts znd:qua- 
lificationsfor fuch a work, and ‘be- 
ing found:to be found inthe 
en 
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Then thirdly followes Ordination, 
which 1s done by fafting and pray- 
er with the Laying on of hands, 
14.23. 3 Tim. 4. t4e agivingup to 
the work by fafting and prayer be- 
ing the eflence of the work, Laying 
on of hands being 1. aformall refig- 
nation by the authority and In the 
preferice of the Church; 2.by thedo- 
ing of this act with the former(zvz. ) 
fa{ting and prayer, there may be the 
exercife ot faith in the expectation 
of an increafe of the gifts of the 
Spirit, and fitnefle to the work 
of the miniftry ; 3. in theold Tetfta- 
ment Mofes was commanded to lay 
his hands on Jofouah and put of his 
honour upon him, that the people 
might be obedient, Numb. 27.18, 20, 
that the People might honour bim 
and own him, fubmitting to him 
the more. 


This wasdone fometimes by the: 


Apoftles, 6.6.8 14, 23. fome- 


times by men appointed by the A- 


‘ 

> 


poftles, as‘ Timothy and Titws, as ap. 
pears by Paals ging rules to them, 
3. 2 2.2. Tit. ¥. §, 6, 
fometimes by the Presbytery or El. 
derfhip, Tim. 4.14. lometimes by 
the Prophets and Teachers, Ad. 13, 


Of the Ministry of Chiift in bis 
Church in way of Prophecte 


Rophecie is an Ordinance of 
Chrift in hisChurch, and apart 
of his #inifirysnotethefe Four hings- 


Firft wherein it confifts,1 Cor.14.3,4- 


Itsnot an extraordinary prophecy- 
ing as fome fuppofe, for its that 
which tends to the ordinary buil- 
ding up of the Church, and is com- 
mon to all the Brethren that have 
the gift , which is'the fecond 


particular, to whom it apper- 


tainesor belongs, that isto all that 
have 


| 

| 


have the gift, except Women, they 
are commanded to be infilence:1¢ or. 
14,34- 3+ The end for which it was 
appointed, that ts; the edifying and 
comforting of the body of Chrift, 
1 Cor. 14. 4:31. and therefore fourth- 
ly, It may not be hindred or defpifed 
in the Church of Chrilt, 1The/? 5. 20. 
the fervants of Chrift called to mi- 
nifter in the Church fhould be fo far 
from hindring this work, that they 
fhou!d further it, thatthe Church be 
not deprived of the benefit it may 
enjoy by this means, | 

Quel, Wherein lyeth the diffe- 
rence between Preaching and Pro- 
phecy ing. 

Firft, theone waits 
itas his work, andis given up unto 
It, 1 Tim. 4. 13515. 2 Tim. 2.4. but 
the other waits what the Lord re- 
veales, andtaking obfervation of hts 
goodnefs brings itin for the good of 
the body, 1 Cor 14. 30. Reo 

Secondly, theone doth it in way 
1) of 


p- | 
m, 
6, 
by 
13. 


of authority as well as gift; being 
_ called to it, may reprove and exhort 

with more authority than another 
which {peakes only in way of gift, | 
Jit. 2.1 


Thirdly, the one preaches from 


_ his Watchfulnefs in knowing the 


State of the flock,and what doétrine 
they moft need, by the guidance of 
the Spirit; the other either from im- 
mediate revelation, or common ob- 
fervation of Gods goodnefs can 
{peak fomething to his praife and 
edifying of the Church. 
Fourthly, yet both tendstoone 
and thefameend( viz) the building 
up of the Church of Chritt- 
I underftand that to be  pro- 

hecy and common to all that 
gift mentioned, Eph.§. 19. 
Col. 3. 19, that is in the obfervation 
of Gods goodnefst > bring it into the 
Church, teaching and admonifhing 
one another, &c. and this will mi- 
nifter occafion of praifing the i 
G 
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Good it were if the Churches 


were more exercifed init. This of | 
Prophecie isnot a taking of a Scrip-- 
ture, and mgking a large {peech, 
many undertaking it that have not 
the gift, and rather offend the 
Church than edifie, but its a brief 
declaration of what isreceived from 
the Lord, or obferved in his good- 
nefs, that others may have thefame 
liberty, &c. 

Thefe things thus confiderd,Chrift | 


tn all his offices will dwell in his 


Church, not only manifefting him- 
felfto be King, Prieft and Prophet , 
by his Spirit confolating, teaching. 
ruling in the hearts of his people,but 


_vifibly in his Church in prophecie, 


government and peace, every one 
{tanding in his place,and performing 
hisduty, the Church would appear 
to be indeed a holy Nation, a pecu- 
liar people, 1 Pct. 2. 9. aKingdome 
of Priefts, Prophets and Kings to the 
Lord. Thus every Member, 
er 


7 
| 
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{ter and Gift being exercifed in their 
place as aforefaid, the Church of 
Chrilt will bea City compact toge~ 
ther, the habitation of peace increa- 
fing with the increafe of Godto the 
edifying of it felf In love , FE phe. 


4.16. 


Of the duty of the Members of the 
Charchto the Lord, cach to other ,° 
and to all men. 


‘He Lord hath called all his 
people to afuitaBle walking 

to the grace received from him ;: 
and this w alking mav be confidered 
cither Firft as it relates tothe Lord. 
which confifts in a holy and hum- 
b ew king with him,in a univerfal 
lubmitting to him, cefiring to 
an{wer 


‘ 
| | 
| 
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anfwer his will jn all things to his 
te, Micah é.8. Fob.14.15. flow- 
ing from their union with him. 
Secondly each to other, that is firit 
to Walk in love, F phe(. 5-2. the 


firong to bear the infirmities of the 


weak, Rom. ls, ¢. to reftore one 
another, when occafion is, with the 
Spirit of Cal. €. 1, 2. ro 
feek rather to plesie oneanother in 
that which may tend toeditying, 
than to pleafe ouriclves, Rom. 15. 
2.3. In a word, to exhort, ‘admonith, 
reprove , and’ do every duty of 
love éach to other: in the Sp1- 
rit of meeknefs. In reproving ob- 
fervetherule of Chraft, 18.15, 
16, r7. in ability of body not to be 
idle, 1 2Thef. 2. 20, 11. 
in want, thofe whe have ability free- 
ly to communicate, 1 Tim. 6, 17. 
Heb. 13. 16+ toc mfort one another 
together, and to edify one another 
lalove, 1 Thef. LI. ‘and upen the 


more uncomely , vize the weaker 
part 


ir ; 
of 
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part,there to put the more abundant 
comelinels, 1 Cor. 12. 23, 24 
Thirdly toallmen , to walk inof- 
fencively, thatthe name of God be 
not blafphemed, 1 Thef. 4. 12. to 
givenone offence, 1 Cor, 10. 32. | 
to have a heavenly converfation, 
Phil. 3-18, 19, 20. to do juft and 

righteous things, Titw 2. 10, 11 
he that thus by a patient continu- 
ance in Welldoing feeketh for glo- 
ry, honour, immortality aud eter- 
nallife, Remans 4.7+ fhall doubt- 
lefie, after hehath done the will of 
{ the Lord, inherit the promife, Heb: 

10.36+ and receive that blefling, 

Mat.24- 46. blefiedisthat fervant 

Ne whom bis Lord when he commeth 
aay fhall find fo doing. 


as 
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Cuar. VU, 


ral Objettions anfwered concer- 


ning the pra€tice of Ordinances and 


Church-fellofhip. 


Here being many objections 
againft the precedent truth, | 
fhall endeavour briefly to anfwer 
fome of them, in clearing up the 
way of the Lord to his peeple in 
their vifible wor fhip of him. obeci- 


~ ence to him, flowing from the fivi- 


fible work of grace and theirtellow- 
fhip with him. 
Objedt- 1- That Baptilm mar 0 
command of Christ, but was pradifed 
by the Apoftles in the primitive times, 


either as a remainder of Johns Afini- 


Stration, or for the weakme/s of the peo- 
le, 


of 
- 
0 
d 
' 
| 
| 
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ple, as Paul circumcifed Timothy, 
Anfw. evident that the Or- 
‘dinance of Baptifm was pradifed 


-by the command of Chiift, and net 


“upon any fuch account before 
mentioned: and thatFirtt, -becaufe 
it was commanded by ‘Chrift, Adat. 
28. 13, [9- Mark 16- I5,16- if it 
be objected that Chrift intended 
Spirit-baptifm and not Water in 
hat place, Ianfwer, firiSpiri- 
baptifm could not.be done by any 
outward or verbal command,but by 
‘an inward power, and itwas done 
rather by the faith of miraclethan 
an.outward command, 

Secondly, the Apoitles practice 
did dire@ly an{wer this 
repent and be baptized, 
8. 27. they believed and 
were baptized. . 


_ Thirdly, ‘the Servants of the 


Lord did baptize in the name of the 


& 


> 


» 
‘ 
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Lord Jefus.vizby his authority and 
command, orelfe they abufed him, 
#2:2.38.and 8. 16. now the Apo- 


_[ Mes baptizing in thename of Chrift. 


they did tt by the cémand of Chrift 
asbefore , and ‘then it muff be by 
that command mentioned As#. 
28.18, Mark 16; 15. forthete 
is 10 other command giyen, ‘and 
Peter commanded Cornelige and his 


friends (who had receivedthe holy 


Spirit ) to.be baptized inthe name 
of the Lord, cornelias waiting for the 
commiands of God , 10.2 3*Pe- 
ter Commanded them to be baprti- 
zed, verfe 48. and if Baptulm wasno 
command of Chrift, Peter deluded 
Cornelia and his friends ‘with his 
own fandie inftead of ‘Chrifts com- 


‘mand, ‘whichI fuppofe no ‘mode- 


rate man will Imagine and'it was 
tio tieed to do it for the Weakuefs ot 
Cornelias &%c. for they were ‘Gen- 
tiles nor looking after out ward Or- 


~dinanoes neither may it be thought 


that 
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can forbid water, &c. tor the weak- 
nets of the brethren which were 
Jews that were withhim, who o- 
therwife might have been offended, 
if they had not been baptized , but 
rather to fatisfy them that they 
might not be offended in their be- 
ing baptized, becaufe Peters going 
to the Gentiles was an offence to 
the Apoftlesthemfelves, Ads 11. 
Objet. ‘John faith, Mat. 3.11. 7 
indeed baptize you in water, but be fhall 
baptize you with the Spirit and fire , it 
Seems Chrifts bapti{m was Spirit-bap- 
tif m. 
An{w, True, but he doth not fay 


that Chrift fhould not baptize with |: 


water, butnot only with water : 
for Chrift baptized with water , 


Job.4+1, or his difciples in his 


name, which was allone: and it 
_wasdone by hiscommand after his 


refurreGion and afcenfion jas hath 
been 


that Peterasked that queftion who b 


O 


| 
| 

| 

| 
| 

— 


»ho been proved. 


ak - 


cre 


O- 
ed, 


but 


ing 
to 
iI. 


ball 
it 
ipe- 


ay 


ith }3 


r: 
T 
his 
| it 
his 


Object. John faith, Joh. 3.20. He 
muft increale , but I muft decresfe. 

An(w. Thatis in this porticulsr 
of Baptifm, fee verfe 26. he, viz. 
Chrift , baptiz’d , & all cameto him; 
] bn an{wers jhe muft increafe but 
mult decreafe, that is, in this par- 
ticular of baptifm, and the whole 
miniftration ofthe Gofpel: Chrift 
takes it out of Jobnas hands and car- 


ryeth iton increafing init: for John 


was Chrifts forerunner and his Mi- 
niltery was a Golpel. Migiftration, 
though comparatively much cloud- 
ed, yet Chrift comes and takes it 
into his hands who was more wor- 
thy andexcellent, John1.27. and 
28. 

Object. 2. Ifit were a command to 
them , yet #t was but for that age, and 
it reacheth not us, Oc. 
| Anfw. Vt will appear to be the 
fame to us as it wastothem- 

Andthat firftfrom the Scripture 


upon 


| 

j 
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upon which this objection is groun- 
ded. Afat. 28. 20. I willbe with 
you to the end of the world, or as 
fome read it to the end of theage, | 
orthe confummation of the age; if 
we take it in eitherofthefe fenfes 
yet the truth fiands clear, we fhall 
find the time of the Gofpel to be an 
ageof the world; oneage or world, 
tillits deftraG@ion by water; ano- 
ther tillthe day of Chri? ; anorher 
till Chrifts fecond comming: and 
this of the Gofpel is calleda genera- 
tion, Pfal. 22: 30. Itstrue that all 
the {pirieual feed are his gencration 
‘bora from above: 3.3,5,€.and 
it isus true that theday ofthe Gol- 
{pel from Chritts going away tll his 
conuning is but one generation, day 
or age, upon the Scripture account; 
and this will appear if we confider 
a5. 5¢ We fhailnotall fleep, 
but we {hail all be changed, ec. 
note, the Apoftle faith, we, now he 
knew that himfelf and the Church 
at 


| 
| 


at Corinth thould fleep.in the duft 
before thattime, buthe accounted 
thofe alive at the comming of 


_ Chrift and thole afleep as one, he 


reckons all under one age or gene- 
ration. And this may confirm us‘in 


the truth of the Scriptures; Chrift 


and the Apoftles{pakeas wel! and 
as much toall the Saints in this Gof- 
pel-day or age till Chrift come, as 
they did to the Saints living in thofe 
times, 1 Thef.4. 15. we which re- 
mainand are alive at the comming 
of Chrift &c,. where the fame A- 
poftle gathers up all into one we 
from Chrifts firft to his fecond com- 
ming, and Ephef. 4. he, viz. 


Chrift, hath given gifts, and left 


Miniftery in his Church till weall 
come &c. it is the fame we, all the 
Saints: fo that it appearsthat the 
truth, order and ordinances of 
Chrift are to us as truly as it was to 
them. therefore Chrift faith dat. 
28. 20- teaching them, viz: his 

people 


ith 
aS | 

if 
les 
anh 
id. 
O- 
er 
d 
yn 
| 
1s 
le 
< 
Ca 
ic 
h 
it 
\ 


(48) 

people, to obferve all things what- 
foever I have commanded you, and 
lo Tam with youalwaies tothe end, 
that is, not only with your perfons 
but with your doctrine, 2nd all 
thofe made partakers of it, accor- 
ding to Chrifts prayer, John 17. 
Jpray not for thefe alone, but for all 
- that fhall believe on me through 
their word: their word p:eached 
and writ was and is a meanes by 
which he heth wrought faith in the 
Learts of men, and will be till che 
dayof Chrift. 

Secondly, if Jefus Chrift be a 
Prieft, and Peace » Juftification 
anc Sanctification according to the 
Scriptures, to us as wellas them in 
the primitivetime, why not a Pro- 
phet, a King to us as well as to 
them ¢ certainly Chriftisnot divt- 
ded , thofe whoreceive him right- 
ly mutt recetve him wholly, fo as 
to be ruled by him as well as faved; 
therefore let ustake heed of putting 
afunder 


f 
/ 
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afunder that which God hath join- 
edtogether, wiz- Chriftin his Of- 
fices, which is unity, and his Word 
in which there isharmony, Faith 
oH Works, which are infepera- 

Thirdly, it being given forth by 
command from Chrift,as hath been 
before proved, and being no where 
by the fame authority made null, 
muft be {till in force: thenulling of 
the Ordinances of Chrift 1s no 
where found in Scripture, there- 
fore its fafe for thofethat believe in 
the Lord , and love his name, to 
obferve his willin all things; and if 
it be objected that Antichrift hath 
madethem null, becanfethere hath 
bina ceflation foratimes I aniwe'y 
that Antichrift hath no power to 
make null the Ordinances of Chrift , 
that is to give more power to Anti- 
chrift than ro Ghrift; it is true he 
may takethem away, or pervertor 


deftroy them for a time, but they 
E are 


b 
i 


‘and ‘his conimands ate 
the fame.” A thief may, 
it doth not follow therefore thar’ it 
his in‘ Law and ‘that: the true 
ma never, dem atid his: purfe 


. and haveit ifGppor- 
Tetve So thiat'she Or- 
Ciirift cinnot!be loft 


ally Jonger;'than. live 
without the them : 
they arecheir ‘well zs 
that fhail be tevealed, they 
the ‘way. in‘ which the’ Saints 
pole they-come to that 
Ordinances for’ want of 
of Chrift there 
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make them fit: tc 


adminifterOrdinances,as preaching, 
baptizing, for'this'theycould 
do and did before butit-was'toin- 
‘able.them-to do thofe miraculous 
wotks-of healing the fick, raifing 
dead,and {peaking withtongues 
 Andifecondly ; asin-relation to 
“the giftsot the Churchythe wantot 
fome: gifts:do‘not make ‘null the 
Church: 4s the want ‘of a member 
doth not make a man'tobe'noman, — 
if there be the head andthe body 
with lifeyheis a‘mansfoiftherebe 
the head, and \believers the 
body: is his: 
Church :: and tf the gtear'gift be 
there, faith and lovey thatis the 
moftexcellent, without which 
deed. it:catinot be the: Charch of 
and the 13- 
throughout, .Obthereforewhar is. 
wantingin gifts, etitbemadevpin 
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Thirdly , we thall not any 
mention of Miracles inthe Church 
of Chrift at their comming forth ot 
Babylon , eithet in the prophecieac- 
cordingto the Letter , Zachary 4.6. 
not by might, mor by power, &c. but 
by my Spirit faith the Lord: not by 
might and power, figns and 
_ ders, as when they came out of the 
Land of &gypt, as when they recei- 
ved the, Law, butbytheSpirit of 
theLord; fowefindIm Revelations 
no mention made of Miracles in 
the Church of Chrift at their com: 
ming out of the. myftical Babylon 
typed out by the literal., but if 
_ there be any they are inthe Anti- 
chriftian Church, Rev. 12. 13, 14. 
Churches of Chrift arediftingui- 
_ fhed only by their keeping of the 
commandements of God , and hav- 

ing the testimony of 
and 14.12, 4% 
Ob.4.Weareundor another difpenfa- 
tion thi that inthe Apcftles 


| 
| 


under the dif pen{ation of theSpirit only. 

Anfw.We ase under the {ame dil- 
peniation as they were, as will ap- 
pear if. we confider s.what difpenfa-. 
tion theywere under, that was the 
difpenfation of the grace of God 
through Chrift brought home by 


the Spirit in rhe miniftery of the 


Goflpel, 2 Pet. 2* 2 Tim-t. I,2. 


5.5. Gal2.2. andl defire to 


know ofaty what miniffration or 
difpenfationthey are under ; ifnot 


this of grace through Chrift ; the 


Ordinances are not thedifpenfation 


bat concditants belonging to it, that 
~ may not be fevered from it while 


grace through Chrift is continucd. 
Secondly , I anfwer, the Saints 
wereunder the Spirits difpenfation 
or the givings forth of the Spirix; as 
to vifible nianifeftation more in the 
primitive times than now, fo that 
it is but. a fancie toimagin a difpen- 
fationof the Spirittous, without 
Chrift , or morethan was in the A- 


poftles time. Thirdly 


ly 

h 

of 


Thirdly, Difpenfations when 
they are altered work higher; the 
Gofpel was above the Law, Chritts 
fecond comming above his firft: but 
we come fhort of the firft, therefore — 
but a meerimaginationto think we 
arecome intoanother.’ 
Fourthly, ‘God alwayes when he 
altars difpenfations doth it with | 
power, as ithat.of Afofes, more in 
that of ChriftintheGofpel , and 
moftof all at his. fecond comming:. 
but nowmen darecomeforth and 
confefie that they are in the dark 
_ and know:nothing, yet will alter 
thedifpenfations of the Lord Jefus , 
.bringin.a new difpenfation , 
know nothing; it be- 
hooves all the Saintstol 
Object..5. The Charches are ueder 
much weaknels and many diviffons , 
ther fore not thetrue Churches of Chrifts 
for the Church .of Chri§# is one, and 
Ought to dwell imsinitys Gre. 


to this 
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True,. .we acknowledge. 


out felves to be weak, yet weaknefs 
argues not the Church to be no true 
Church, no more than weaknefs 
argues aman tobenotrueman, or 
weaknels in faith argues a believer 
to be no true belicvers for. if there 
be fo much of God. made maniteft, 
by which fouls come to fee their in- 
tereft in him, and theirrelation to 
him , byvertue of which they en- | 
joy comunionand fellowfhip with 

jim, which isthe greater, doubt- 
le{s they may and ought to yield 
obedienceto him which is but an 
effect of theformer: and if true be- 
lieverss in relation, then they are 


Chriftsthough weak, and if uni- 


ted together upon the account of 


Chrift by his Spirit in the obedience 


of faith, they are the Church of 
Chrifts for the word Church figni- 
fieth an aflembly or company ofbe-. __ 


-lievers walking together in, and ac- 


cording. tothe revealed will of the 
| ‘Lord: 


of believets thus waiting wpoh him , 
and walking with him in the expe- 
Gation of hisitrengh are then ftron- 
2C€or.42. 10, and to them is 
the promife made, Ef4y 40.29.31. 
therefore weaknefs with the fight 
and fenfe of ir, is nd ground -of 
difcoragement to the Saints in 
their wanting upon thé Lord, and 
their walking withhim. 


And asfordivifions, if that will 


provethe Churchesto beno Chur- 
ches of Chiift, the fame argument 
‘will prove that there ‘washever 
Charch of Chrift; for 1 fuppofe 
there was never a Church yet with- 
out divifions, fee: Cor.3.3. and 4. 


thofe that canfe divifions ate to be 
noted, Rom. 16. +7. by which it 
appears that there were divifions ; 


Pauland Barnabas were divided, AGs 


15. 38,39,40. Paul and Peter, Gal. 


to. Its true, unity is defitableandto 
be fought after, Ephe/-'4. 3,4. and 


/ 


2.11% and thele were the chofen 
Miniftersof Chrift, yetdivided in 
their principles or opinions. 
Objet. was in Churches, not 
between Churches, os now it is, one of 
one opinion aud another of another 
opinion, fo unchurching each other. 
Anfw. Soit wasinthe primitive 
times, the believing Jewes did un- 
church the believing Gentiles, for 
they, did unfaint them, for they 
taught; unle{sthey were cir- 
cumcifed afterthe manner of A/ofes, 
they.could notbefaved, 4&s15.3. 
which occafion’d a great diffention; 
et neither wete the believing Jews 
or Gentiles either unchurched by it: 
{o that divifionsin the Church is no 
good argument to prbve it no 
Church... A. 
6. That there no Gofpel- 
faith, that the Gofpel-jaithis the faith 
of miracle 
Anfw. That is not the Gofpell , 
Pivft, that faith which ;was never 


Common 
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common to all but to fome; 1Cor.r2. 
, 0. cannot be the Gofpel faith. 
econdly, that faith which men 


_ may haveend yet not have Chrift ,: 


cannot be the Gofpel faith; but 
this of miracle a man may have 
without Chriftor falvation 1 cor. 
13, 1,2. Mat. 7. 22» with Rev. 12. 
12,14. Butthirdly the Gofpel faith 
1g that which puts the foul into the 
pofleffion of Justification ,A&.13.39. 
Rom.s. 1. it isthat faith which pu- 
rifyeth the heart , Aé.15.¢- It work- 
eth by love, Gal- 5. 6. it keepeth the 
commands of Chrift, 1 John 2. 23, 


24: 
*Obied. 9. There hath been 4 ceffa- 


tion a the pratFice of Ordinances along 
time by reafon of the apoftafie,fothat 
_ there isno fucceffion ; therefore it is 
requifite that there fhould be fome men 
extraordinarily gifted and called of 
God for the raifing and renewing of 
the Ordinances of Chrift. 

Anfw. Firlt its true there 
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been an a by reafon of 
that a -ceflation of the Ordinances 
of Chrift: fo there was amongft 
the Jews in their Babylonifh captivi- 
ty, atypeofthe myltical Babylon, 
and {piritual captivity of the Saints, 
and Ordinances of Chrift under 
the Gofpel, but when the time of 
their deliverance was come, the 
Lord brought them forth, not by 
might nor by power, but by his Spirit, 
Zach. 4.6. foin the fpiritual deli- 
verance now in the Jaft dayes, we 
find the Lords work to bethe fame, 
not by might or power of figns and 


| wonders, but by his Spirit: and 


indeed here is a great: and pre- 
tious work of the Lordtobringo- 
ver fouls to believe in‘him, and to 
follow him by his Spirit in the Mit- 
niftery ofthe Gofpel without figns 
and miracles , accordingto Chrifts 
words, Jobm20. 29. and we fhall 
find that when the Lord brought 


his people out of the material Baby- - 


lon 
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Saintécin the primitive tires , 


(60) 
lon, he did ratle upany new Afofer, 
but they fonnd the book of theLaw, 
& read tn that,& fo came to find out 
the mind oftheLord, and practifed 
accoraing!y,and that with great joy 
too, Nehemiah the eighth through- 
And thus hath God dealt with 
his people, . aorwithftanding the 
great apoftafie and captivity , yet 
the Lord hath preferved the Scrip- 
wares, the Law and rule of Saints, 
‘and hath given his Spirit the in- 
lightnerand director ofhis people; 
‘we hayeastruly Chrift and his A- 
potties had Aéofes and the 
Prophets : were well if it were 
_ more the Saints joy , thatthe Lord 
hath dealt'thusgratioufly with us, 
he hath not dealt fo with all people, 


neither havethey the knowledge of 


his will; fothat vve are to have re- 
ptures, Chrift be- 
ing thefametouis , as he was tothe 
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as truly having the mind of Chrift , 
by his Apoftles, asthey , andthe A- 
polilesare truly our Apofiles and 
the Gofpel of truth recorded by 
them, is ours who believe in Jefus, 
as truly asit was theirs ; fothat the 
Saints by the light of the Spit co- 
ming to know the Lord, and believe 
in his name,are to do his will revea- 
led in the Scriptures: and I know 
no reafon why we fbouldlook tor a 
fucceflion of Ordinances any more 
than a fucceflion of faithsit the Lord 
hath left us the Scripture,and a Mi- 
niftery by which the Spirit worketh 
faith, this Word and Miniltery 1s 
Sufficient for the practice of Ord1- 
nances, Efay 8.20. Rew- 22. 
Obje&. 8. The Jewes in thar Ba- 
bylonith captivity bad their prophets , 
First, toprophefie of thir going imto 
captivity, and fecondly, of their 
comming out of captivity, therdly,they 
had therr lineal {uccelfion of Priefthood 
by reafon of which they might 
Ordi- 
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Ordinances, Cxc. but where areour 
Prophets , and where is our Prie§Hly 
neal fucce|fion, Oc? 

Anfw. Firlt we have our Prophets 
as wellas they, Firft of going into 
captivity, 2 The/. 2. 3. tothe 10. 
Secondly of our coming out of cap- 
tivity, Rev.18.4. with the manner 

_ of it, Rev. 32. 17. and 14.12. and 
1g. 10. and 22. 14. ‘and thisthey 
do with rejoicing and finging too , 
Rev. 14-32, 4. 

Secondly , we have our lineal 
fucceflion ot Priefthood; for the 
Priefthood of the Law was typical 
and all the Saints are {piritual, 
Prieftstothe Lord , 1 Pet. 2. 9. and 
God hath had a people in the dark- 
elttimes. Sothat our fucceffion is 
{piritual , and God hath had his 
Church, though not in form and or- 
der, in all ages, fee, its cleer Efa.59. 

28. Ephef.3.21, Sothat there being 
_ afpiritual fucceffion in all ages, all 
believersbeing the children of 4- 
brabam 


~ 


brabam , weare to claim our privi- 
lege,and perform our duty, whenwe 
cometo know it, in fuch things the 
true fpiritual feed hath it may be 
been a long time ignorant of. 
Obje&. 9. But the Scripture hath 


been carryed along through the apofte- 
fre of the man of fin, and may be cor- 


rupted, 
Firltfuppofetheremaybe 
fome circumftanttal corruptions, 
yet in the body and fubftance of ir , 
itis a word of truth, who fo deny - 
eth this, muft deny all, God, Chrift, 
and all truth. 
But fecendly that it isnot fo cor- 


rupted, t. The work and witnefs 


of the Spirit of grace in the hearts 
of the Saintscan witnefs; for here- 
by we knowthetruth of the Scrip- 
tures, theanfwerablenes of the work 
of the Spirit in us, and then the 
Lords work by his Spirit 1n uss 
witnefled by the Scripture, Secon- 
ly, weknow thetruthofit, by its 
power 
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power through the work of the Spi- 
sit in converting fouls, 

Bur thirdly, if Antichrift had cor- 
rupted the Scripture , furely he 
would have den it for his own ends; 
but he hath not done it upon that 
account , forthere1s nothing In it 
for his practice , butenough to de- 
ftroy all. Fourthly, there isno {pe. 
cial practice in the Church taken up 
from one fingle Scripture, but it 
hath theteft of many, and the joint 
harmony of Scripture confirming 

Objcdt. 10. The Scripture is dark 
and mySticall , and few underftand 
at. : 

Anfw. Firft, true, no natural man 


can underftandit, 1Cor.2.14- but 


the Saints have the mind of Chrift, 
wer,t 6. 


2- Matters of Juftification, 


ification and obedience are plainly 


it, &c. 
9 Ob- 


afferted, that who foruns may 
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Objet, 11. The. Baptifm of, the 
Spirit is all, af there be that baptifm 


ver. 


there is no necd of the haptifm of wa- 


Anfw. Firltits truethat the {pi- 
ritual Work of grace)is indeed the 
firftand {pecial thing looked 
after, for without that , there is 


no work acceptable. tes 
Butfecondly the qieéry will be, 
what you undérftand or intend by 
the Baptilm of the Spirit, if chole 
giftsasin the primittve time; work- 
ing miracles. {peaking with tongues 
&c. there are none baptized pow, 
but if you: intend . the work of the 


Spirit, inlightning and quickning 


dead fouls, fhedding abroad the 
love of God in the’ heart, &c. this 
goes before baptifa , . and is the 
true caufe (asin us) why we fhould 
obey theLord , fo that here hesthe 


policy of Satan, inthis aswellasin 
| other things to make that the caufe 


of not obeying, —_ only makes 


us 


a 
4 
. 


cipablevightly obey 10, 
fib thre gs. tortheend.. 

jek, 125 Patul de eae 
to baptize but to preach the Gofr 
pe: ticrefore st feem: baptizing with 
water was no Ordinance of Christ 5 for 
be thanks God > that be had not dave it 
upon forme fer, &e, 


r7. 


thanks'God he | 


had not doneat., Jeft they fhould 
‘have made anidol of him, . and of 
their Baptifmtaofor his fake, that 
4¢-the ground his fpeech ; they 
divided, fome were. for Paul, 
“nd fome for.Apolo 19.5 Chrift 
was crucified for you? 
fo thatthe Apoftles end was 
not to lay low Baptilm, bat eopre- 
vent the Corinthikms from 
him, and icforhis fake, 

‘Secondly, héfaith, left any 9 fhould 
fy he did it own name* 


feems it muftbe done inthe name of 


. fome one or other _and that was ‘in 
the 


hele 


-thename of Jefus, astath been be- 


fore proved, therefore this Scrip- 
ture rightly under{tood rather con - 
firms the practice, than weakens 
it. | 

Thirdly, did baptize fome, 


whichfhews us thathe might do ir; 


2. he did it not in bis own name, 


_ but in the name of Chrift, which 
fhews usthat he did it as an Ordi> 


nance of Chii{tby hisauchority. 

‘Fourthly , though he was not 
fent as his:chicfeft work to baptize 
but to preach, yet hewasfentro. 
baptize as well as preach, thovgh 
ina fecondasry place , and fubordi- 
nate unto preaching, elle he did 
that in baprizing which he was not 
fent to dos aud he did it im his 
naine from whomhe had noautho- 
tity; the which I fuppofe all. mo- 
de: ate hearts will concludethe con- 
trary. 

Obje&. 13. The Apostle faiths that 
neither circumsifion availeth any thing 
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ndr uncivcumcifion , but anew creature 
Gal.6.1 5. 

Aniw.Firltits no fafe application 
to apply that which was {poken of 

a legal Ordinance.and fo don away, 
thec the Apofile faith, It ye becir- 
cumcifed .Chrift fhall profit you 
nothingatall, Ga/.5.2- toa Gol- 
{pel Ordinarice , andcommand of 
Chrilt.., Therefore fee what the A- 
pottle faith 19. that Cir. 
cumcifion is nothing, nor uncir- 
cumcifion is nothing, byt the keep: 
ing of the:comi mands of God, thats 
fomthing. Circumcifion was then 
to believers no command of God, 
but Baptilfm was: andGal.5.6. in 
Chrift Jefus neither circumcifion 
not uncircumcifion availeth any 
thing. but faith whichworkethby. 
love, thatis workethup the fonl ; 
upon the account of love ,to keep 
the commands of the Lord. 

Obje&. 94. There are fo many opi- 
nions and differences that. we know 
not 
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not which to take, 


An{w...Obferve theferules, Firft 


Chrift, Juftification, Sanétification 
and Obedience is plain, not,hid un- 
der any dark phrafes, therefore take 


heed of making that to be dark 


_ which is open and cleer, 
Secondly, take heed of drawing 
conclufions from dark prophecies (I 


mean dark to us ) thereby to contra- 


dict plain precepts and prefidents. 

Thirdly, that which tends moft 
to the exaltation of Chrift, viz. ho- 
linefs, obedience and every good 
work, that tollow, for if you do, you 
fhall know, Johw.7.17- 

Fourthly, inal! look to the Lord 
for his teaching inall , for he’ will 
teach the meek in his way, and the 
meek will he guide in judgement 


Pfal.25+9+ | 
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Cuar. VIII. 


Conc rning the Laytng on of hands, 


irk, fome grounds to difcover 
that laying on of hands on all 


baptized believers is no Ordinance’ 


of Cirift. 
That for which there is no pre- 
cept nor prelident. may not be pra- 
Gited by the Church, as an ordi- 
nance of Chrift; but there is no 


_ precept nor prefident for the laying 


on of handsonall, Therefore 
not tobe practifed, ec. 
Object. There # both precept and 


prefideut > Precept Heb,5.12. &6. 1. 


where its called the Doérine of Chrift » 


and the Oracles of God; ApoSstolical 


doGrine being to us commands and 
the Oracles of God were his commands, 
Acts 38. Rom. ae 

% . Ses 
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As'forsthe precept minded 
in the doCirime and oracles, 1 fhall 
mind feveral things in way of an- 
fwer, and cleering thetruth of the 
Argument.” 
¥.Equery whetker or no theword 
Doétrineinithar place, Heb. 6. 
2. dointend the laying on of bands 
en all baptized believers; or rather 
whether it do norintend the laying 
on of hands an tuches are ealled: to 
minifter in the Church, and that 
forthefereafons. 


| Becauferthere is no prefident 


‘to Seriprurefaficicntly clearing to 
us fuch a practice as the laying on of 
hands on all.) query whether be, 
catife Peter and Jobe Acts 8.laid their 
hands on acertain number of difct- 
ples at Semaria Panl laid his 
handson about twelve difciples at: 
19. bea fufficient 
ground for any to conelude that 


the 


a 
é ‘ 


| > 72 : 
the A poftles laid their hands. on all, 
any more than becaufe they laid 
their hands onfome fick folks, and 

they did»recover, therefore th 
laid their hands on all fickfolks a 
they did recover? See s:8-2 
2Tim, 4.20+ on the one Paul laid 
hishands and he recovered, and in 
the other he left Trophimws fick at 


Melitum. 
Secondly; We find 4&s 1.and 2. 
thofe 12 waiting for the 


Spirit , no menticn. made of the 


laying on of hands; and thofe 3000. 
baptized Ads 2. and many after- 
ward, chap. 4¢ 4. the number of 
men was aboutsoco, and fo on to 
theeighth, and no mention of the 
laying on of ‘hands, but 
the Deacons, chaptcr 6. 6. there. 
fore thofetwo particular prefidents. 


before mentioned are-no grounds. 


for.a general practice. 
‘ObjeQ. Wemay as well reafon that 
becauje many were converted 


faith 


to the 


ed 

fr 

fc 

ti 

d 

{ 
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(73) 
faith aud theirE apti{mis not mention- 
ed, Adtsa,4. and 5. 4. and 


therefore there is no vround — 


from. particular inftances for the gene- 
ral practice of Bapti{m. 
Anf.s Were there fo much ground 
for the one asfor theother, thecafe 
would be out of doubt, for Baprifm 
there isfirfta precept given to the 
difctples, and they were to teach 
others to obferve and do what 
Chrift commanded them, and they 
did in his name, ez. by his autho- 
rity. 

Peter commanded them 
2.to be baptized every one of them 
inthe name ofthe Lord Jefus , 
hp Ads 8-37... faith to the Eunuch, 
if thou believeft with all thy heart 


thou maieft,, that is, itisthe law 


of Chrift, thou maieft, elfe thou 
maieltnot , and 19.2,3. thofe 
believers Paul met with, he asked 
them into what they were bapti- 
zed, did not. ask them ifthey were 


. 


the Apoftles laid.-hands on thofe | 


Elders in avery. Church,: Tim. 
t 


the handsofthe Elderfhip , 1. 


the doctrine of Chrift. and an efpe- 7 


baptized, that was taken for'ptan. 
ted, it was agenefalrule Believe 
and bebaptized, but nofuch ground 
for the Impofition of hands pon P 
all. 

_. But fecondly,as for the laying on 
of hands on fuch as areca to of. 
fice inthe Church, or fent forth to 
the world , is that will appcat more 
clear to be an érdinance of Chrift 
left to be practiled in the Churches, 
and morelikely to bethe impofiti. 


on handsmentioned ‘Heb, 6. 3. 
1.1 hat it isan ordinance of Chrift, 


called to be Deacons, A&s 6. and 
Ads 12.2. and 14.2 3- they ordained 


4+ 14. Timothy had the laying on of 
Tites was left in Crete to ordain 


Eldersinevery City. 
That this was a pfinciplé of | th 


cialone, tohavea miniftery in the 
Church 


| 
| 
| 
fit: 
" 


75) 


Church, and this miniftery came 
io officiate by the laying on of 
bands: this a Miniftery in 
the Church is minded almoftin e- 
very Epiftle, Rom. 12. Cor. ¥2. 
Ephe/.4- Tim. 3. litws 1. this of 
Impofition of hands of all, is not 
nentiones in any Epiftie: there- 
lore I judgethatthatin Heb. 6. 3. 


Hdoth intend the laying on of hanas 


on fuch as are called to minifter in 
the Church. 

3- That it dothintend this, to 
me feetns to appears becaufejJaying 
ion of hands on all, ss fome under- 
ftand it, and others ftand doubting, 
if at all minded in thefe principles, 
it is minded in that of baptifms, for 
the end of laying on of Listed was 
the baptifm of the Spirit, and it is 
incliided in the word 2aptifms, and 
theend of impofition efhands, be- 


ing the baptifm of the Spirit, Ijucge 
that it muft be incuded in that, tf 
jany where. 


Ob- 


~ 


0 
| 
\ 


(76). 
Obje&. The Apoftle writes his Epi 
filenot tothe Adinifters of the Church 
but tothe Chureh, and therefore it i 
likely be holds forth the principles o 
the Churchin gencral, and not the Mi 
nifters in particulars reajon, hé 
faith they had need of milk, &c. _an&™ 
bids fubmit to their 
chap.t3. 
Anfw. True, the Apoftle writes 
tothe Church, yet nor without the 
Minifters of the Church, for in thiq™ 
he joms in himfelf with them, ther4* 
fore leaves not out the Minifters off” 
theChurch, #s go on unto 
on, not laying again, &c. 4 
2. Whereas it is called the Ora-|™ 
clesof God, Oracles do not alwaies| 
imply Commands, though all Com-}* 
mands areOracles, yet all Oracles 4 
are not Commands; alltruth is O- 
racle, that is precious, 1 Pet. 4. 11. : 
If any man [peak, let him [peak as the} 
Oracles of God, &c.: P 
2+ Several of the particular prin- 
ciples | 


| 

i 


(77) 
. Bciplesmention’d arenot Commands 
though Oracles. 
Asfirft,RepentanceandFaithare | § 
rather works of power, than Com- |e 
‘Amands: it is true hecommandeth 
that isin relati- 
fon to the means @fforded , hecalleth 
them to its; but repentance and 
faith mthetrath and power ofir, 
regis rather a work’ of power than a 
hej command, Hehath giver repentance 
the Gentilesto life, 11.18 
And inthe day ofbis power bis people 
fball be a willing people, Plalm 110. 4. 
. and the Refurrection and Judge- | 
mentare doctrines to be believed, 
no Commands ; yet doctrines, &c. 
fo that there are fome things that ny 
are Dorines and Oraclestoo, yet 
not Commands. ifthe, 
‘Butfeccndly, if that which 
be proved were granted, viz 
he | that by laying on of hands in that | 
place, was meant on all baptized be- 
Jievers., yet it doth.not argue that 


(78) 
it isto be praCtiledby us, for thefeh 
reafons. 
Firtt, becauf it might bea, Do- 
Grine and Oracleof truth: yet noth 
Commands forus to practife as be- 
fore; and that firft becaufe.the 
wordtruly read both in the 5- chap. 
and 1:,.andinthe4, and the 4. 1s 
not the principles ,; but the begin- 
nings ot the Oracles of God, and} 
the word of the beginning of Chrift 
( «exis in the fittand mwelfth,. and} 
not principles ofthe doGrine, but 
beginning ofthe word, the fame as 
in the» te job. 
in the beginning was.the word, Kc) 
now the rruth being thus, it is 
granted of all that there were ina- 
ny things done by the Apoltles tn 
the beginning of the eftablifhment | 
of the Gofpel, which are Do&tines 
and Oracles for us to believe, 
not to practice as their waiting at | 
Jerufalem tillthe Spirit came 


x 


$ 


of the praCtice, becapie joined 
meats offered to idols, blood and 


29. the Apattle faith 


(79) 


thehj.inithat manner as it did , and 


theirdpeaking withtongues, heal- 
ing tthe fick, raifing the dead, oc. 
as t.and 2,.and 3. 6, and 9. 
341349403 41-200 28.8. thefle are 
all dotjnines. of thebegianing, and 
laying thefoundation ,to be he! ievd, 
but-mot .praCifed, unlefs in the 


fame power. 


bjeck. But :thie of laying on of 
handi is joinedin with ather principles 


that are grounds to be practin 
fedand 


heved, repentance, faith, 
Dagtifms, judgement : 
binding xule of 


practice. ’ 
That argnesnot the necef- 


Jo withthele , for itis ufnal in the 
Scriptures foro do, as 4as.15-29- 


things ftrangled were forbidden 
qually alike with fornication, yet 


plainly in fubftance, thatin ic felf ie 


0. 
not 
be. 
the 
ap. 

Ts 
‘n- 
nd 
ift | 
nd 

| 
ut | 
as 
$s 

| 
t | 

1s 
j 


lawfulto eat that had‘been 
offered to ani idol and Rom, 14.14. 
Paul faith, Iknowand am pérfwa- 
ded by theLord Jefus,, ‘that there 
- is hothing unclean'Or common; that 
1sno meats are legally unclean , yet 
the Apoftles forbid ir equally with 
fornication for that time 
Cor.i2e among the diverfitics of the 
gifts of the Spirit ‘in the Miniftery 
of ChriftintheChurch, he joines 
in fome'which are not now, yet then 
was in the beginning of the word of 
Chrift : as.gifts of healings, “works 
of miracles; diverfiriés of tongues, 
thefe are joined in with othets ‘thar 
are moré ordinary, Ephe/. 2-1. he 
gave lome Apoftle:, &c. where he 
reckons -up Apoftles which were 
firft inthe Church ( and none.were 
or could’ be Apoftles as they were , 


viz: the firft Planters of the Gof 
 pel)with others that are to continue | 


till all the Saints are gathered ‘in : 
Sothat the joining in of 


1. 
hit 

| 


ftruth ¢ogetherdo not-atgue the 
on tinuation pf allalikejober wif- 
jome is reqbixes to difcern and di- 
em( for fob may trully.cdll them: 
pmaster offaith forusto}bélicve) 
od dotteines that 
praéhically.in th¢ Church till che 
Hest the dif- 
rence between that fd wemizht — 
| we Ghnift ou iud 
Anjo. We 
hetween Precepts, Prefidents, and 
Exhortatidna given forth: belic- 
crs. and. ordinary 
ccount believers: iduch as 
effects. and 


mayibe pradtafed as, 

sith which worketh byjeve, .and 

produedth, lobediencd te thecom- 

ift, of 
“6h: 

and 


| 

| 


in swaydof: 


fick. su aifing the {peak 
, working oftniractes 
| giving ofizhe 
wil works of 
and 
10 wied dte with it) Unlefs weit 
the fame - 
méck the bord; swron 
be believed, but no cotamtehfor 
to dowheilike, Bec. SW 
~ bo puter we 
pirit to le, ere 
it ‘tbe effets? 
9: In things eledsby doa 
But 


4 
f 


& it, to, 
(as once Apoftles .ar 


Jenulakm ) till we bave received powcr 
aot co a& faith, and practice 
confeft to be. the’ end of 
agrice of the communication 
gilts ofthe Spirit: Apoltles did 
cher ordinary .work. 
do,and did before , 
to.confirm the Golpel with 
mitacles, and gifts of che Spirit, 


ang cnot hands, 

Objeh. J he gifts given by Laying on of. 
mere not miraculous. 
The pitts are exprelt, prophecie, 
wich tongues, 19.6, and. 
obableir was the fame Ads 8... 
bad for. wer. 18. Simon [aw that 
ugh the Laying am of the eA paftles bands 
oly Spirit was There mutt be. 
fore demonftration of it by gongues and pro- 


and 


cing cage ofthe. fame powver magite 


22 

ih “Our dal 

| fare am: “with tongues -was 

that which is not now , nor dott it! follow, 

for fpeaking wich’ tongues , is 

_ tongue of the learned to know how to {peak 
a word in feafon to the weary foul, ee fuch’ 

a {peakin a3 needed an interpreter. tophe. 

cie is prefered Before it,’ as moft ufeful and 


profitable in the Church,“ 1° (or. 14: ‘Dut 
to 


nothing is more excellent than this tongue 
know how in the wifdome of Chrift to fpeak 


a word to the weary foul, And és re: thé 
gifts of the Spitit in particular were matifenty 


in that they fpake with ton and 

Miniftery of theGolpel , and not the lay - 
lng ono hands , which arguerh chat lay’ 
on, hinds was not the only way then; ‘2 
we find no mention of the layi 
therefore not a practice to be done when the 


effects could not ‘be expected: becaufe 


brought forth’before it, and wirhout it. 

_ which the gifts of the Spirit were given, was 

nocanordinary wotk, for none but the A- 
tles did it: Philip, though he wrought 

miracles, Afts$. yerhe only 


on of hands, 


ats that laying on of hands, by — 


For & = 6-4. 
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|which were once in che 


ane, and lett 
pofties,as.a work:praper to them when 
it wasdone, Thefg things thus confidered, 
nie it ‘appears that there is neicher por: 

chatinlay cleerly wartant: this pra 
Bice of aying bands on all 
and [uth a prefence in theje: daies 
the Gajpel, at inthe, primstive 


befo, and che'Lord fee: good. for his 
Chore it (hall’ be fo;" yet we.donor find, a 
hath been before fhewed,any mention of thefe 
gifts in. che comming forth af Babylon , but 
the tefti of Jefus, and the Spirie of 

9,10. yet if God hath 
given faith ro any oF his peood ¢in this parti 
cular, I defie wes eaken ifs viz. 
the expeGation” of the of. the Spirit 


we might be vety cautious of creating Com- 
and Ordinances to our felves,® that the 


{Lord hath got commanded, but ro be mote 


careful in walkin ‘im thofe things that are 
indeed commanded; that we might not be 


lourd, any of us who profefs che name of Je- 


lus, 


chs J defire chac 


> 
t 
| 


that we miay: to 
things a3 were in'Way Ok power, 
left. asadodtrine for usta bel unlefs we 
are one in thefame power (1 mean in vifible 
mianifeftation left che Lord fay, who requi- 
red thole things at your hands? semember 
the form without the power, recorded 
19. 2398451 5,36.-T bus my Oclowed Bree 
thren have briefly run through many things, 
und 
in them, defiring the God of Grace 
Peace, co eftablifh, frengrhea, and co: firm 
you, till the day of Chrift, ttiat both my felf 
doing, honour, immostali 


; 
4 
Grace bewith you all, Amen, 
i; j 


~ 
6 
— 


| 
~ 
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